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The beginning

In 1959 Mr Mike Chew, Head of Modern 
Languages at Stamford School, sends pupil 
David Baines to Bonn with letters of 
introduction. David becomes an English 
assistant to Karl - Ferdinand Heel, owner of 
the Ernst - Kalkuhl - Gymnasium, and spends 
the summer semester of 1960 at EKG before 
going to Oxford University to read  Modern 
Languages.

And so begins 50 years of special friendship

between 2 remarkable schools



The first visit
David Baines ðsummer 1960

ò The idea was simple: get on a train to 
Germany, find a job for the summer 

months, come back speaking German 
fluently. Astonishingly it worked! ó



Highlights 

ÅFirst ever tram ride

ÅLearning a duvet is for wrapping around not 
climbing into!

ÅSchwarzbrot is for eating not for placing hot coffee 
cups on!

ÅHerr WesterfelderõsKneipe with the Inspectoren

òAlle Inspectoren Gelder gehen hin zu Westerfelder ó

ÅThe kind hospitality and sheer presence of KF

ÅLifelong friendship with Karl Viktor, best man

at his wedding
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June 1960 ðfirst visit to Stamford by 

Kalkuhl and the Queen came too!

Karl - Ferdinand Heel, Herr Bonsel and 20 EKG 
students visit Stamford School for the first 
time in the same week as Queen Elisabeth II.



John Pollard ð2nd English assistant at EKG  

January ðJuly 1961

Memories

Åthe terrifying but wonderful KF
Åbeer - tasting at Weiberfastnacht
ÅHerr WesterfeldõsKneipe on a Saturday night
Åhitzefrei ðschool shut due to hot weather!

Above all the remarkable friendly
hospitality and  the reconciliation

experienced in those post - war years
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One month later

August 13 1961 ðBerlin wall goes up.

International tension rises.
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John Brown - Spring Term 1962

Boarder at EKG for 4 weeks

ÅThe adventure of travelling alone to Bonn by 
train from Grantham at 16! 

ÅLatin lessons spoken with a German accent! 

ÅThe boarding regime and unusual food ð
pickled cabbage!
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1962 Cuban missile crisis

The world is on the brink of waré

but Mr Chew leads the first group visit 

of sixth formers to Bonn.                                   

3 weeks of  intensive                                     

language lessons

interspersed with

cultural and

tourist visits
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Following in their footsteps é

more Stamford School boys serve as English                      
language assistants at EKG:

ÅDavid Parrish

ÅChris Catlin

ÅEdmund Chew

ÅPhilip Chew

ÅNigel Boon

ÅHenry Dawe



EKG also sends some 6th form

pupils across to board at SS

ÅMartin Brauer whose father Klaus Brauer 
boarded at Stamford School in the 1930s.

ÅPeter Grenville



Meanwhileé.

President Kennedyõs visit to Berlin in 1963  
highlights the importance of good language 
skills!
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Signs of the timesé

Cultural exchange is happening in other parts 
of Germany

Beatles move from mini - success

in Hamburg to international 

acclaim



Signs of the times

Britons and Germans are becoming ever 
more mobile



The journey ðhighs and lows
ÅEarly trips by minibus - camping en route, visiting 

Bruges, Antwerp, Maastricht and Aachen 

ÅTwo minibuses and two breakdowns ðboth in the 
same year!

ÅLater trips by train - once missing the connection 
and having to sleep at the station

ÅAshley Golborne left behind at Oberkassel station 
as the rest of the group sets off with his luggage 
for the airport!



It was not all plain sailing for the 
DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ΧΦ

ÅFrau Puschmann left behind in London waiting for 
one boy whilst the rest of the group returns to 
Stamford!

ÅPeterborough station - the German pupils jump on 
one train for London and their 2 teachers jump on 
another!

ÅA convoy of taxis arriving at Stamford station when 
the connecting train from Peterborough is delayed. 
Herr Bewerunge insists that his students will not be 
late for their hosts! 
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Highlights of the early years é

òHe marched them up to the top of the hill 
and he marched them down againó

The annual pilgrimage to the Siebengebirge
- 7 hills conquered in 6 ½ hours!

òA marathon walk led by
the inexhaustible Mr Chew
who spurred everyone on 
with promises of a
refreshment stop.ó
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Always popular é.

ÅThe visit to the Ahrtal wine cooperative.

ÅMr Chewõs wine tasting sessions on the

terrace of the Petersberg Hotel ða source of 
great delight and amusement for the boys!
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